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POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Trump Promises a Midterm Campaign
Blitz for Vulnerable Republicans
The president says he will campaign in roughly three dozen races as Republicans
confront economic and war-related headwinds.

BY POLLY TICKS

President Donald Trump told House Republicans Wednesday that he plans to campaign in roughly three dozen races that could determine control of Congress. The promise is not a published
itinerary, but it is a clear strategic signal: the White House wants vulnerable Republicans to attach their campaigns to the president's record rather than treat the midterms as thirteen separate
local referendums. The pitch arrives under difficult conditions. Associated Press reporting describes an economy and an Iran war weighing on the party as voters evaluate the administration. A
presidential visit can concentrate volunteers, fundraising and television attention. It can also nationalize a contest whose Republican nominee would rather talk about a district project, a state
issue or an opponent's biography. Polly's campaign clipboard separates what was promised from what has been scheduled. Trump said he would be active in about three dozen contests.
Candidate stops, dates...
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FRONTPAGE NEWS
POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Trump Promises a Midterm Campaign
Blitz for Vulnerable Republicans
The president says he will campaign in roughly three dozen races as
Republicans confront economic and war-related headwinds.

BY POLLY TICKS

President Donald Trump told House Republicans Wednesday that he plans to
campaign in roughly three dozen races that could determine control of Congress. The
promise is not a published itinerary, but it is a clear strategic signal: the White House
wants vulnerable Republicans to attach their campaigns to the president's record
rather than treat the midterms as thirteen separate local referendums.

The pitch arrives under difficult conditions. Associated Press reporting describes an
economy and an Iran war weighing on the party as voters evaluate the administration.
A presidential visit can concentrate volunteers, fundraising and television attention. It
can also nationalize a contest whose Republican nominee would rather talk about a
district project, a state issue or an opponent's biography.

Polly's campaign clipboard separates what was promised from what has been
scheduled. Trump said he would be active in about three dozen contests. Candidate
stops, dates and venues remain to be announced. Until a campaign confirms a visit,
claims that a particular member has secured presidential help are speculation, not
logistics.

The practical calculation differs by district. In a strongly Republican seat, a rally may
chiefly boost base turnout. In a suburban swing district, the same appearance could
mobilize supporters and opponents at once. Campaign professionals will compare
Trump's local approval, the member's brand, fundraising needs and early-vote
calendar before asking for the podium.

What happens next will be visible in schedules and spending. Watch which members
appear with Trump, which invite surrogates instead, and whether the message
emphasizes prices, immigration, national security or the president himself. The pledge
sets the scale of the intervention. The races, not the rally crowds, will determine
whether it worked.

Status check: Confirmed: Trump said he expects to campaign in roughly three dozen
congressional races and urged vulnerable Republicans to run on his record. Alleged
or characterized: Republicans argue the president's appearances can energize
turnout; critics contend the economy and Iran war create liabilities. Disputed: The net
electoral value of Trump's involvement varies by district and cannot be known from a
pledge. Unknown: The final travel schedule, candidate list and effect on turnout.

The next verifiable step is specific: Campaigns will decide where presidential visits
help, while polling, fundraising and local conditions reshape the map. That
checkpoint, rather than repetition on social media, is what can change this report's
status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press

ENDSTORY0

DEFENSE & SECURITY

Finland Stages Europe's Largest
Civil-Defense Exercise Since World
War II
More than 2,000 participants in Kuopio rehearsed cascading cyber, utility and
missile-threat emergencies.

BY VICTOR TALON

KUOPIO, Finland - More than 2,000 people took part in a civil-defense exercise built
around the kind of compound emergency European governments increasingly plan
for: a cyberattack knocks out power and water, public services strain, and a Russian
missile threat raises the stakes. Organizers described the Kuopio operation as

Europe's largest civil-defense exercise since World War II.

The size matters, but the integration matters more. A blackout is not only an electrical
problem. It can disable pumps, communications, payment systems, traffic controls
and medical equipment. A useful drill therefore puts municipal leaders, utility
operators, emergency services, health personnel and security authorities into the
same decision cycle instead of testing each organization alone.

Victor's field map marks the distinction between deterrence and resilience. Finland's
NATO membership addresses collective defense. Civil defense asks whether
communities can keep functioning before military reinforcements, repairs or outside
supplies arrive. Shelters, backup power, redundant communications and rehearsed
chains of command are the unglamorous systems that limit panic and preserve
options.

The exercise should not be reported as evidence that an attack is imminent. It is a
scenario designed to expose seams safely. The relevant results are response times,
communication failures, resource shortages and whether officials shared a common
operating picture. Those details may be partly withheld for security reasons.

The next test is what Finland changes after the exercise. After-action reviews can
produce new equipment purchases, revised public guidance and additional training.
The confirmed achievement is that thousands of participants rehearsed together
under a demanding scenario. Real readiness depends on whether the lessons move
from the exercise floor into budgets and procedures.

Status check: Confirmed: More than 2,000 participants joined the Kuopio exercise,
described as Europe's largest civil-defense drill since World War II. Alleged or
characterized: Organizers designed the scenario around cyber-disrupted power and
water systems and a Russian missile threat. Disputed: The exercise tests readiness; it
does not establish how every system would perform in a real attack. Unknown: Which
weaknesses will be disclosed and what corrective investments will follow.

The next verifiable step is specific: Finnish authorities and participating organizations
will review performance and update continuity plans. That checkpoint, rather than
repetition on social media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press

ENDSTORY1

INVESTIGATIONS & ACCOUNTABILITY

Former Linqto Executives Charged in
Alleged $450 Million Fraud
Federal prosecutors say the pre-IPO investment platform misled customers; the
criminal allegations have not been proved at trial.

BY GIDEON MARSH

Federal prosecutors in Manhattan have charged former executives of Linqto, a
platform that marketed access to shares of private companies before an initial public
offering, in what the government describes as a $450 million fraud scheme. The
charges include conspiracy and securities, broker-dealer and wire-fraud allegations.
An indictment is an accusation, not a conviction.

Pre-IPO investing attracts customers with a simple promise: buy exposure before a
company reaches the public market. The structure can be complicated. Investors may
purchase interests in a special-purpose vehicle rather than the company's shares
directly, and price, fees, custody and transfer restrictions can determine what the
customer actually owns.

Gideon's ledger starts with representations. Prosecutors must connect what
customers were told, what the defendants knew, where the money moved and how
the platform operated. A large aggregate dollar figure does not by itself prove every
transaction was fraudulent. The indictment and later evidence must establish the
charged scheme and each defendant's role.

For customers, the immediate questions are practical: which entities hold the
underlying interests, whether records are complete, and how any bankruptcy or
receivership process affects claims. Criminal prosecution punishes proved
misconduct; it does not automatically return money. Asset tracing, forfeiture and civil
proceedings may operate on separate schedules.

The next reliable information will come from court filings, not promotional or
accusatory social posts. Arraignments establish pleas, discovery tests the evidence,
and motions define which legal theories reach trial. Until a verdict or plea, the
defendants retain the presumption of innocence. The public value of the case is a
documented examination of a market that often asks investors to trust opaque
structures.
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Status check: Confirmed: Federal prosecutors announced charges against former
Linqto executives in a case describing about $450 million in investor funds. Alleged or
characterized: The indictment alleges securities, broker-dealer and wire fraud conduct
involving a pre-IPO investment platform. Disputed: The defendants are presumed
innocent and may contest the government's description, calculations and intent
evidence. Unknown: Trial timing, defense motions, recoveries for customers and final
loss calculations.

The next verifiable step is specific: The case will proceed through arraignments,
discovery and possible pretrial motions unless resolved earlier. That checkpoint,
rather than repetition on social media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: U.S. Attorney's Office, Southern District of New York

ENDSTORY2

INVESTIGATIONS & ACCOUNTABILITY

Federal Judge Blocks Trump's New
Birthright-Citizenship Bid
The ruling invokes Supreme Court precedent while the administration's latest
effort faces continued litigation.

BY LIBERTY BELLE

A federal judge has blocked the Trump administration's renewed attempt to restrict
birthright citizenship, relying on Supreme Court precedent that has long shaped the
Fourteenth Amendment's Citizenship Clause. The order prevents the challenged
policy from taking effect under the terms addressed by the court; it does not end every
related lawsuit or foreclose appellate review.

The constitutional text grants citizenship to people born or naturalized in the United
States and subject to its jurisdiction. The administration's theory seeks a narrower
application for some children whose parents lack permanent legal status. Challengers
say that reading conflicts with the amendment, federal law and binding precedent.

Liberty's courthouse rule is to identify the remedy. An injunction is an enforceable
judicial order preserving or restoring a legal position while a case proceeds or after
the court finds a violation. It is not merely criticism from the bench. Its geographic and
party-specific reach depends on the written order and the procedural posture.

The ruling also sits inside a broader argument about executive power. Presidents can
direct agencies, but they cannot amend constitutional language by proclamation. The
administration can contend that its order interprets existing law rather than changes it.
Courts then evaluate text, history, precedent, standing and the requested relief.

Families and agencies need precise status language because citizenship affects
passports, Social Security records and other documentation. For now, the judge's
order blocks the new bid. The next consequential document will likely be an appellate
filing or ruling. Claims that the Supreme Court has already definitively approved the
policy - or that all litigation is over - go beyond the current record.

Status check: Confirmed: A federal judge blocked the administration's new attempt to
restrict birthright citizenship and cited Supreme Court precedent. Alleged or
characterized: The administration argues its policy reflects the Constitution and
immigration law; challengers argue it unlawfully denies citizenship. Disputed: The
underlying constitutional theory and the permissible reach of executive action remain
contested in litigation. Unknown: The next appellate ruling and whether the Supreme
Court will address the merits.

The next verifiable step is specific: The government may seek appellate relief while
lower-court proceedings continue. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on social
media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press

ENDSTORY3

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Maduro and Wife Seek Dismissal of
U.S. Case on Immunity Grounds
The former Venezuelan president's motion asks a federal judge to dismiss
drug-trafficking charges; no ruling has issued.

BY CONSTITUTIONOWL

Nicolás Maduro and his wife have asked a federal judge to dismiss the U.S.
drug-trafficking case against them, arguing that foreign-leader immunity bars the
prosecution. The filing is a defense motion. It presents a legal claim for the judge to
decide; it is not a ruling, an acquittal or proof that the indictment is invalid.

Immunity questions can turn on status, recognition, timing and the nature of the
alleged conduct. Courts may distinguish immunity attached to an office from
protection for particular official acts. The executive branch's position on who
represents a foreign state can also matter. Those doctrines are technical because
they sit where criminal law, diplomacy and separation of powers meet.

ConstitutionOwl's brief separates jurisdiction from guilt. A successful immunity
argument could prevent a court from reaching the merits even without deciding
whether prosecutors' factual allegations are true. If immunity is rejected, the
government still must prove the charged offenses under ordinary criminal standards.
Neither stage should be collapsed into the other.

The case also carries exceptional political context. Maduro's status and the United
States' relationship with Venezuela are contested in ways that can influence the legal
arguments without replacing them. The controlling record will be the motion, the
government's response, any factual submissions and the judge's written reasoning.

The next step is briefing. Prosecutors can dispute both the doctrine and its
application; the defense can reply. An appeal may follow depending on the ruling and
whether the issue is immediately reviewable. For now, the confirmed fact is narrow
but important: immunity has been invoked as a threshold defense, and the court has
not yet accepted it.

Status check: Confirmed: Maduro and his wife filed a motion asking a federal judge to
dismiss the U.S. drug-trafficking indictment on immunity grounds. Alleged or
characterized: U.S. prosecutors allege drug-trafficking conduct; the defendants deny
the charges and assert immunity. Disputed: Whether immunity applies, and how U.S.
recognition and the alleged conduct affect it, are questions for the court. Unknown:
The judge's ruling, any evidentiary hearing and the appellate path.

The next verifiable step is specific: Prosecutors will respond, the defense may reply,
and the court will decide the motion. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on social
media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press

ENDSTORY4

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

EPA Passes Halfway Mark in Eastern
Washington Wildfire Cleanup
Crews have completed household-hazardous-material removal at 449
properties under a 60-day federal mission.

BY RUBY REDTAPE

Federal cleanup crews have passed the halfway mark in their initial
household-hazardous-material mission after eastern Washington wildfires, according
to the Environmental Protection Agency. EPA reported 449 properties completed and
about 67,700 pounds of hazardous material removed as crews worked through
fire-damaged sites.

The mission began August 18 under a Federal Emergency Management Agency
assignment that gave EPA 60 days. More than 250 personnel have been involved.
Teams identify and remove items such as fuels, batteries, pesticides, compressed
cylinders and other materials that can threaten residents, workers or the environment
when structures burn.

Ruby's red-tape ruler measures the scope correctly. 'Property completed' refers to
EPA's assigned hazardous-material phase, not the entire recovery. It does not
necessarily mean structural debris is gone, utilities are restored, insurance claims are
resolved or a home can be rebuilt. Those steps involve different agencies, contractors
and rules.
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The numbers matter because safe removal opens the way for later debris work and
reduces exposure risks. They should still be read as operational snapshots. Weather,
access permissions, newly discovered containers and site conditions can change the
sequence. Agency totals may also be updated as manifests and field records are
reconciled.

What residents should watch next is the property-status process: official notices, local
debris-removal guidance and instructions for materials EPA cannot take under this
mission. The milestone shows measurable progress under a deadline. Recovery
remains a chain of distinct tasks, and passing fifty percent on the first
hazardous-material phase is not the same as passing fifty percent on rebuilding
communities.

Status check: Confirmed: EPA reported more than 50% completion, 449 properties
completed and 67,700 pounds of household hazardous material removed. Alleged or
characterized: None; the figures are agency operational totals that may be revised as
field work continues. Disputed: Property-level completion does not mean all debris
removal or rebuilding is finished. Unknown: The final material total, remaining access
complications and whether the 60-day target will be met.

The next verifiable step is specific: EPA crews will continue property assessments
and hazardous-material removal under the FEMA mission assignment. That
checkpoint, rather than repetition on social media, is what can change this report's
status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

ENDSTORY5

TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION

NASA Selects Blue Origin for a Mars
Telecommunications Network
The fixed-price contract is intended to expand high-bandwidth communications
and navigation support for current and future Mars missions.

BY UNCLE SIBURSAM

NASA has selected Blue Origin to provide a Mars Telecommunications Network
intended to support high-bandwidth communications and navigation for current and
future missions. The firm-fixed-price contract moves part of the agency's deep-space
infrastructure strategy toward a commercial service model rather than treating every
relay capability as a one-off spacecraft project.

Mars missions face a communications bottleneck. Rovers and landers have limited
power and antenna size, so orbiting relays can collect data and send it toward Earth
more efficiently. A broader network can also improve resilience: one asset's
geometry, maintenance or failure need not silence every mission at the same time.

Uncle Sibursam's circuit board distinguishes award from arrival. NASA has selected a
provider and defined contractual work. That does not mean a functioning network is
already orbiting Mars. Engineering reviews, launch arrangements, navigation
integration, spectrum coordination and on-orbit testing must occur before promised
service becomes operational capability.

A fixed-price structure shifts some cost risk to the contractor when requirements are
stable, but government oversight still matters. NASA will need measurable
performance standards for coverage, latency, data rates, interoperability and
reliability. Mars distances also impose unavoidable signal delays; no network can turn
interplanetary communications into a real-time phone call.

The next useful evidence will be contract milestones and design disclosures, followed
by hardware, launch and commissioning updates. If successful, the network could
help science missions return more data and give future explorers better navigation
support. The selection is a significant infrastructure decision. Its value will be proved
when packets cross space reliably, not when the award announcement crosses a
newsroom.

Status check: Confirmed: NASA selected Blue Origin as a Mars Telecommunications
Network provider under a firm-fixed-price contract. Alleged or characterized: The
planned system is intended to improve bandwidth, relay capacity and navigation
support; performance remains to be demonstrated. Disputed: Contract award does
not establish that the network has been deployed or met mission requirements.
Unknown: Deployment schedule details, final operating architecture and performance
in Mars conditions.

The next verifiable step is specific: Contract milestones, design reviews and
mission-integration updates will show how the network progresses. That checkpoint,

rather than repetition on social media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: NASA

ENDSTORY6

ELECTIONS & VOTING

Lynch and Neal Win Massachusetts
Democratic House Primaries
Associated Press called the contests for the incumbent representatives; official
local certification follows election-night reporting.

BY TABITHA TALLY

Massachusetts Reps. Stephen Lynch and Richard Neal won their Democratic
congressional primaries Tuesday, according to race calls reported by the Associated
Press. Lynch defeated Patrick Roath in the 8th District, while Neal defeated Jeromie
Whalen in the 1st. The calls identify projected winners; municipal certification supplies
the official totals.

Both contests tested incumbent strength rather than changing party control
immediately. A primary chooses a party nominee for the general election. It does not
award the next congressional term. Voters in November will decide the seats, with
district partisanship, campaign resources and national conditions shaping those
races.

Tabitha's tally sheet keeps three numbers apart: reported precinct results, projected
outcomes and certified returns. News organizations can call a race when the
remaining vote is insufficient to change the leader. Local clerks then reconcile precinct
records, eligible provisional ballots and other materials before certifying. Those
processes answer different questions.

The incumbent victories also resist a one-size-fits-all ideological story. Lynch and
Neal represent different districts and faced different challengers. Turnout, local
endorsements, constituent service and campaign organization can matter as much as
a national label. Claims that one result alone defines the Democratic electorate
statewide stretch beyond the evidence.

Massachusetts' adjusted 2026 primary calendar compresses the post-election
timetable. Official guidance says local certifications follow within days so
general-election preparation can continue. Watch final municipal and state totals for
the authoritative margins. The election-night conclusion is clear enough for the
nominations; the administrative record is still completing the path from counted ballots
to certified result.

Status check: Confirmed: AP reported that Stephen Lynch defeated Patrick Roath
and Richard Neal defeated Jeromie Whalen in Democratic House primaries. Alleged
or characterized: Campaign claims about mandate or November implications are
political interpretations, not certified findings. Disputed: Individual precinct or ballot
questions, if any, remain subject to the official canvass and statutory remedies.
Unknown: Final certified margins and any post-election filings.

The next verifiable step is specific: Municipal clerks will certify returns and transmit
official totals on the accelerated primary calendar. That checkpoint, rather than
repetition on social media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press; Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

ENDSTORY7

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

DOJ Clarifies States' Duty to Report
Known Illegal Aliens
The department's welfare-reform guidance addresses state reporting
obligations; implementation details will determine its practical reach.

BY SILAS SPIRE
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The Justice Department has issued guidance clarifying states' obligation to report
people known to be unlawfully present under a federal welfare-reform statute. The
announcement concerns an existing legal duty and the department's interpretation of
it. It is not itself proof that a particular person lacks lawful status or received an
ineligible benefit.

The operational question is the word 'known.' State agencies hold records for many
purposes, and a mismatch, expired document or unverified statement is not
automatically a final immigration determination. Implementation must specify which
officials make the assessment, what evidence qualifies, where a report goes and how
errors are corrected.

Silas Spire's stone tablet separates eligibility administration from immigration
enforcement. A benefits agency decides program eligibility under its governing rules.
Federal immigration authorities determine status under a separate body of law.
Reporting can connect the systems, but it does not erase due process, confidentiality
limits or the need to document the basis for action.

States may also ask whether the guidance requires new training, data fields, legal
review or technology changes. Those costs and safeguards shape practical effect. A
broad instruction delivered without consistent definitions can produce both
underreporting and false positives; a precise workflow can make the statutory duty
auditable.

The next stage is implementation. State policy manuals, notices and any court
challenges will reveal how the federal interpretation works in real cases. Readers
should distinguish the department's legal position from a final judicial ruling on
disputed applications. The guidance is consequential because it changes
administrative expectations. Its lawful reach and reliability will be tested in the
procedures built around it.

Status check: Confirmed: DOJ issued a clarification concerning states' duty to report
known illegal aliens under federal welfare-reform law. Alleged or characterized:
Supporters say the guidance enforces existing law; critics may contest its scope,
definitions or administrative burden. Disputed: How 'known' status is established and
which state programs or employees trigger reporting may be contested. Unknown:
State implementation plans, litigation and the volume of resulting reports.

The next verifiable step is specific: States will review the guidance, adjust procedures
or challenge the interpretation. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on social
media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: U.S. Department of Justice

ENDSTORY8

SPORTS

NBA Suspends Ballmer, Fines
Clippers $30 Million in Cap Case
The league also fined Kawhi Leonard and stripped five first-round picks after
investigating an endorsement arrangement.

BY PARKER FIELDS

The NBA imposed one of its heaviest ownership sanctions on the Los Angeles
Clippers, suspending owner Steve Ballmer for a year and fining the team $30 million
after an investigation into salary-cap circumvention. The league also fined star Kawhi
Leonard $700,000 and stripped five first-round draft picks from 2029 through 2033.

The inquiry focused on a reported $28 million endorsement agreement involving
Leonard and Aspiration, a now-bankrupt company. Salary-cap rules do not stop
players from earning legitimate endorsement income. They do prohibit teams and
affiliated parties from using outside arrangements to provide compensation that
evades contract and cap limits.

Parker's scorebook shows why the draft penalties may outlast the headline. A
one-year suspension changes governance now; five lost first-round choices can
reduce inexpensive roster talent, trade flexibility and rebuilding options for half a
decade. The cash fine is enormous, but competitive assets are often the league's
sharpest deterrent.

The sanctions are official league action, not a criminal judgment. The NBA operates
under its constitution, collective bargaining agreement and related rules. Any
challenge would follow the review or arbitration path those documents allow. The
bankruptcy and endorsement records may also remain relevant outside the league
process, but they should not be conflated with this disciplinary decision.

Next, the Clippers must operate without Ballmer's participation as defined by the order
and plan around missing picks. Leonard's playing status is separate from the
announced fine unless the league says otherwise. The practical verdict is already
significant: ownership accountability, player compensation and future roster
construction were all placed on the same disciplinary sheet.

Status check: Confirmed: The NBA suspended Steve Ballmer for one year, fined the
Clippers $30 million, fined Kawhi Leonard $700,000 and forfeited five first-round
picks. Alleged or characterized: The league inquiry linked a $28 million endorsement
agreement with bankrupt Aspiration to salary-cap circumvention. Disputed: Affected
parties may challenge the league's findings or characterize the arrangement
differently. Unknown: Any appeal, further discipline and the competitive effect of the
lost picks.

The next verifiable step is specific: The league and team will implement the sanctions
while any available review proceeds. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on social
media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press

ENDSTORY9

ELECTIONS & VOTING

Michigan Citizen-Voting Ballot Fight
Reaches Supreme Court Emergency
Docket
A response was filed September 2 in application 26A275; the justices have not
announced a final disposition.

BY BALLOT BEAST

A dispute over a Michigan citizen-voting ballot measure has reached the U.S.
Supreme Court's emergency docket. The case is listed as application 26A275,
Americans for Citizen Voting-Michigan and others v. Michigan Board of State
Canvassers. Justice Brett Kavanaugh requested a response, and the docket records
that a response was filed September 2.

That sequence tells readers where the case stands, not how it ends. An emergency
application asks for interim relief on an accelerated schedule. A request for a
response means the opposing side must be heard before the assigned justice or
Court acts; it does not signal that a majority favors either outcome.

Ballot Beast sorts the warehouse labels carefully. The underlying proposal, its petition
or certification history, and the Supreme Court application are related but distinct
records. The justices may grant relief, deny it, refer the matter to the full Court or ask
for more briefing. Until an order appears, posts claiming victory for either side are
premature.

Timing matters because ballot preparation has practical deadlines. Election officials
need stable instructions for printing, programming, testing and voter information.
Applicants often argue that delay will cause irreparable harm; officials and opponents
may argue that late judicial intervention creates confusion or conflicts with state
procedures. The legal standard is applied to that record.

The next authoritative event is a docket entry or order. The Court's announced
summer order-list schedule includes September 4, though emergency orders can
issue as required. Readers should verify the application number and filing dates
rather than rely on screenshots. The confirmed news is access to the emergency
docket and completed response briefing - not a final Supreme Court ruling.

Status check: Confirmed: Supreme Court docket 26A275 identifies an application by
Americans for Citizen Voting-Michigan; a response requested by Justice Kavanaugh
was filed September 2. Alleged or characterized: Applicants contend the citizen-voting
proposal should receive the relief requested; respondents oppose it. Disputed: The
ballot-access and procedural questions presented in the filings remain before the
Court. Unknown: Whether the Court will grant, deny or otherwise resolve the
application and on what timetable.

The next verifiable step is specific: The Court may issue an emergency order or
request additional filings. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on social media, is
what can change this report's status.
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Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Supreme Court of the United States; Supreme Court of the United States

ENDSTORY10

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Stan Kroenke Agrees to Buy Majority
Stake in Los Angeles Angels
Arte Moreno's agreement would shift control of the club to an owner with a
broad sports portfolio, subject to MLB approval.

BY WARREN BULLION

Stan Kroenke has agreed to buy a majority stake in the Los Angeles Angels from Arte
Moreno, according to Major League Baseball's reporting on the proposed sale. The
agreement sets a path toward new control of the club, but ownership does not
formally change until the league's review and approval process is completed.

Kroenke already sits at the center of a large sports business portfolio. That
experience can bring financing capacity, venue expertise and shared commercial
operations. It also makes governance scrutiny important: leagues examine ownership
structures, debt, controlling interests and compliance before approving a transaction.

Warren's vault records separate agreement, approval and closing. An agreement
establishes terms between buyer and seller. MLB approval determines whether the
ownership group satisfies league requirements. Closing transfers the interest after
conditions are met. Headlines that treat the first step as a completed handover skip
material risk.

For Angels fans, the immediate baseball questions concern leadership, payroll, player
development and the ballpark. None is answered automatically by the sale
agreement. A new owner can retain executives during transition, change them later or
pursue venue plans through separate negotiations. Until Kroenke or the club
announces decisions, specific promises are conjecture.

The next reliable evidence will be league action and the transaction's closing
announcement. Details about price and minority stakes should be tied to named
filings or official statements rather than repeated as settled fact. The business
consequence is nevertheless substantial: one of baseball's franchises is moving
toward control by an owner whose reach already spans several major sports.

Status check: Confirmed: MLB reporting says Stan Kroenke agreed to purchase a
majority stake in the Angels from Arte Moreno. Alleged or characterized: The parties
present the transaction as an ownership succession; reported valuation or operational
claims require official confirmation. Disputed: No public approval outcome or final
control transfer has yet been reported. Unknown: Final terms, approval timing,
minority interests and future baseball-operations changes.

The next verifiable step is specific: Major League Baseball will review the transaction
through its ownership approval process. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on
social media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: MLB.com

ENDSTORY11

INVESTIGATIONS & ACCOUNTABILITY

Fact Check: Wednesday's Stock
Rebound Did Not Erase the Week's
Losses
All four major U.S. indexes rose Wednesday, but each remained lower for the
week through the close.

BY BRUTUS PROOF

Claim: Wednesday's Wall Street rebound erased the week's losses. Verdict: False.
The major U.S. indexes all closed higher Wednesday, but each remained lower for
the week through that session. A green day and a green week are different
comparisons.

The S&P 500 rose 0.5 percent to 7,666.60. The Dow Jones Industrial Average gained
0.6 percent to 53,061.95, the Nasdaq composite added 0.5 percent to 26,217.83, and
the Russell 2000 climbed 1.1 percent. Those daily moves were real. They did not
restore the indexes to the prior week's closing levels.

Associated Press market data put the week-to-date declines at 0.6 percent for the
S&P 500, 0.9 percent for the Dow, 0.7 percent for the Nasdaq and 0.6 percent for the
Russell 2000. Nvidia gained 3 percent Wednesday, helping the broader market, while
Brent crude rose 1 percent to $95.63.

Brutus Proof checks the denominator before the celebration. A daily percentage
compares Wednesday with Tuesday's close. A weekly percentage compares
Wednesday with the previous Friday. If Monday and Tuesday's combined fall exceeds
Wednesday's gain, both statements can be true: the market rebounded for a day and
remained down for the week.

The ten-year Treasury yield eased only slightly, to 4.78 percent from 4.79 percent,
leaving financing conditions tight. Future sessions could still change the weekly result.
The accurate headline is therefore measured: Wednesday brought a broad rebound,
not a completed recovery. Any stronger claim must wait for closing data that actually
crosses the previous week's baseline.

Status check: Confirmed: On Wednesday the S&P 500 rose 0.5%, Dow 0.6%,
Nasdaq 0.5% and Russell 2000 1.1%; all remained down for the week. Alleged or
characterized: Commentary describing the move as a full recovery overstates the
published closing data. Disputed: Market causes are interpretive, but the daily and
weekly arithmetic is not. Unknown: Whether later sessions will extend or reverse the
rebound.

The next verifiable step is specific: Subsequent closes, oil prices, yields and economic
data will determine the week's final result. That checkpoint, rather than repetition on
social media, is what can change this report's status.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

Any material update should be tied to the next official filing, result, contract milestone
or published data point in this record.

SOURCES: Associated Press; Associated Press
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https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docket.aspx?Search=Justice+2026+Supreme+Court
https://www.supremecourt.gov/publicinfo/press/pressreleases/pr_07-01-26
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SPORTS SCOREBOARD
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 RESULTS - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 SCHEDULE

MLB - FINAL SCORES

SD 3   CIN 7 ATL 9   WSH 0 ATH 9   TEX 2

BAL 5   COL 6 PHI 0   AZ 1 SEA 8   BOS 3

TOR 11   CLE 0 SF 5   PIT 4 NYM 10   TB 4

DET 11   MIN 6 MIL 9   CHC 5 MIA 9   KC 6

CWS 0   HOU 2 NYY 6   LAA 3 STL 8   LAD 6

TODAY'S MLB SCHEDULE
Giants at Pirates
12:35 ET

Blue Jays at Guardians
1:10 ET

White Sox at Astros
2:10 ET

Brewers at Cubs
7:15 ET

Red Sox at Orioles
7:15 ET

Marlins at Royals
7:40 ET

Rays at Rangers
8:05 ET

Athletics at Mariners
9:40 ET

Cardinals at Dodgers
10:10 ET

AMERICAN LEAGUE
AL EAST W L GB
Tampa Bay 83 56 -

NY Yankees 80 60 3.5

Boston 75 65 8.5

Baltimore 69 71 14.5

Toronto 69 71 14.5

AL CENTRAL W L GB
Chicago White Sox 73 66 -

Cleveland 70 69 3

Minnesota 67 73 6.5

Detroit 64 75 9

Kansas City 62 78 11.5

AL WEST W L GB
Houston 71 69 -

Texas 69 71 2

Seattle 66 74 5

Athletics 54 86 17

LA Angels 53 87 18

NATIONAL LEAGUE
NL EAST W L GB
Atlanta 83 57 -

Philadelphia 79 61 4

Miami 71 69 12

Washington 67 75 17

NY Mets 63 77 20

NL CENTRAL W L GB
Milwaukee 87 53 -

Chicago Cubs 78 62 9

St. Louis 70 70 17

Pittsburgh 68 72 19

Cincinnati 67 73 20

NL WEST W L GB
LA Dodgers 82 57 -

San Diego 73 67 9.5

Arizona 74 67 9

San Francisco 58 82 24.5

Colorado 54 86 28.5

NFL: Aaron Donald's Rams return appears in today's Parker Fields report.
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DAILY LEDGER CROSSWORD
24 CLUES - FRESH CONNECTED GRID - ACROSS THEN DOWN

1 2 3

4

5 6 7

8 9

10

11 12 13 14

15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23

24

ACROSS

1. Jury decision (7)
5. Federal legislature (8)
7. Recovered missed shot (7)
9. Unfinished maintenance load (7)
11. Unwelcome conduct (10)
14. Return through atmosphere (7)
16. Insider reporting misconduct (13)
17. Technical professional (8)
19. Official documentation (6)
22. Defense headquarters (8)
23. Imitation sold as genuine (11)
24. Voter selection form (6)

DOWN

2. Border import authority (7)
3. Formal records review (5)
4. Residential shelter (7)
6. Launch facility (9)
8. Deception for gain (5)
10. Civil resolution (10)
12. Stepwise computing method (9)
13. Protected business know-how (11)
15. Proof in the record (8)
18. News account (6)
20. Lottery top prize (7)
21. Rocket departure (6)
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TODAY'S ANSWERS
1 A: VERDICT 2 D: CUSTOMS 3 D: AUDIT 4 D: HOUSING 5 A: CONGRESS 6 D: SPACEPORT 7 A: REBOUND 8

D: FRAUD 9 A: BACKLOG 10 D: SETTLEMENT 11 A: HARASSMENT 12 D: ALGORITHM 13 D: TRADESECRET 14

A: REENTRY 15 D: EVIDENCE 16 A: WHISTLEBLOWER 17 A: ENGINEER 18 D: REPORT 19 A: RECORD 20 D:

JACKPOT 21 D: LAUNCH 22 A: PENTAGON 23 A: COUNTERFEIT 24 A: BALLOT
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